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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an apparatus for 
identifying consumable articles such as various units, ribbon 
cassettes and ink cartridges used in a manner to be replaceable 
to an imaging apparatus, particularly, a consumable article 
identifying apparatus which stores copyright information to 
consumable articles and prevents pirates by referring to 
copyright information, e.g. when consumable articles are 
replaced. 

SOLUTION: Copyright data is stored to an EEPROM 4 of a toner 
set 3, and the same copyright data is stored also to a storage 6 
of a printer body 1 . When the toner set 3 is set to the printer 
body 1, copyright data stored into the EEPROM 4 of the toner 
set is read by a CPU 2 of the printer body 1 and compared with 
copyright data stored in the storage 6. When both of data 
disagree, the toner set 3 is identified as the pirate and the 
printer body is obstructed not to drive. 
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